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New Book Gives  Comprehensive Historical Study of the 
Transpersonal Search for Peace 1945-2001.   

Dr Thomas Daffern argues that to find peace we need to chronicle our transpersonal history 

Betete, France –Dr.  Thomas Daffern spent 20 years researching this PhD thesis, whilst working at the University of 
London on establishing a new Institute of Peace Studies. He travelled to 30 countries and interviewed the world’s 
leading experts in peace and conflict research worldwide – he went to the USA, Russia, the Middle East, Israel, 
Palestine, Greece, Germany, Scandinavia, the Philippines, India, Morocco, Turkey… He interviewed many of the  
world’s leading intellectuals considering peace and conflict resolution, asking them all the same questions – what is 
peace ? How can we study for peace ? Is it  a  scientific field of study or an intellectual orientation ? Why does the 
study of peace lack the prestige of eg. nuclear weapons research ? He organized countless symposia, conferences, 
lectures and ended up teaching at the University of London and the University of Oxford, he organized over 30 
seminars in the House of Lords to give politicians and NGO leaders a chance to discuss peace and how to obtain it. 
Eventually he synthesized all these years of research into a study of the intellectual search for peace in specific 
knowledge fields: psychology, philosophy, history, religious studies and theology, and gave a synthetic overview of 
developments in each of these fields between 1945 and 2001, concerning their findings on the nature of conflict 
resolution, peace and war prevention. The thesis concludes that such is the complexity of the nature of conflict in 
our era, that conventional historical tools are no longer sufficient to help heal these paradigm wars. Instead, we 
need to develop a new way of looking at history, which the author terms “transpersonal history” and which enables 
us to consider the noetic details of our unconscious psyches and why they seem to be locked into political 
antinomies whose reconciliation ever eludes us. Drawing on Jungian psychology, transpersonal thought, Wilber, 
Assagioli, Maslow, Grof and countless pioneers of advanced noetic psychology, the author argues that the 
reconciliation of faith-based wars is indeed feasible, but only if we develop a more mature psychological 
understanding of history, and allow our philosophies of history to become more eclectic, more ecumenical and less 
dogmatic. This is the first time a professional academic historian has linked the findings of transpersonal 
psychology with advanced scientific historical science, since the two approaches are normally kept aloof from each 
other. The books is published in two volumes, and includes a comprehensive appendix which includes details of 
the work of the Multifaith and Multicultural mediation Service, a multingual Dictionary of Philosophical terms, and 
a Biographical Encyclopedia of Transpersonal Thinkers 1945-2001.   
 

“Towards a Transpersonal History of the Search for Peace 1945-2001” 
           By Dr. Thomas Clough Daffern          Price 44 Euros         Soft cover, 2 volumes, 1067 pages (in English)      
Audience: Historians, academics, Muslims, Jews, Christians, people of all other faiths, political scientists, peace and 
conflict experts, philosophers, politicians, diplomats, educators, media professionals, librarians, booksellers 
Available through  https://musespress.wordpress.com or at www.lulu.com/iipsgp 
 
About the Author 
Dr Thomas Daffern  is a philosopher, historian and academic, who serves as Director of the International Institute 
of Peace Studies and Global Philosophy, and has taught at the University of London, the University of Oxford and 
the Muslim College (London), as well as serving as head of philosophy and religious studies in schools. He has 
travelled in over 35 countries and has a PhD in modern world history from the University of London. This work 
presents the original two volume edition of the PhD (awarded in 2009) comprising 1067 pages in total.  
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