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New Study Introduces The Periodic Table Of The World’s Religious 
And Philosophical Traditions  

Dr Thomas Daffern suggest that a minimum of spiritual and interfaith literacy is vital for planetary peace 

Betete, France –  Drawing on over 40 years of intensive research and teaching, IIPSGP announces the publication of 
the Periodic Table of the World’s Religious and Philosophical Traditions. The key idea behind the table has been to 
present in simple, direct and immediate fashion the fruits of the aeons of spiritual, intellectual and philosophical 
searching on the part of mankind, into the nature of truth, reality and existence. The table takes the form it does 
firstly because it is consciously modelled after Mendeleyev’s Periodic Table of the Chemical Elements. Another 
influence on the gestation of the Table has been the life and works of Sir Isaac Newton. The table takes a roughly 
chronological form – although there are exceptions. The first lines of the table moving from the top are coloured 
light green. Buddhism is delineated in the colour red on the second band. Next comes the long light blue sections of 
Christianity – listed in all their complex diversity and plurality. Next we come to the yellow boxes of Hinduism. On 
the line below we have the light green of Islamic traditions. Jainism comes next as two white boxes in the centre of 
the table. Shintoism has the colour of dark green, to evoke the sacred pine trees of Japan. The grey end of the 
spectrum comes next, with the many New Religious Movements, which are enunciated and outlined. Sikhism 
follows in gold. Then come the purple boxes of the Persian faiths, Lastly we have the bottom quadrant  of 
philosophical teaching traditions. The Table gives students and professors alike a reference base-line from which 
to have mature and informed discussions about the complexities of theological, philosophical and scientific truth 
claims and epistemic realities. The Table is intended as an educational and research tool. It can be accessed both in 
book form, as a poster and directly on its website. Parts of it can be photocopied and used in lessons and in 
research seminars. It can form the basis for specific classes and study courses, dealing with any or all aspects of 
each of the 168 specific numbered categories or varieties of faith traditions enumerated. It can also form the basis 
for work by educational and interfaith communities, church groups, seminary study sessions, Mosques, Gurdwaras, 
religious studies courses in schools and Universities  etc. The author contends that just as a scientist needs to know 
the entire 118 elements of the Periodic Table of Chemical Elements in order to be scientifically literate, so the 
theologians, priests or students of any one religious or philosophical and intellectual tradition, need to know at 
least the overview of all 168 religious and philosophical traditions, ideally to the depth presented in the Periodic 
Table, in order to achieve complete theological, spiritual and philosophical literacy. In our new globalised world, 
we need to have some knowledge of all the complex belief systems in this complex “post-modern” world.  
 

“The Periodic Table of the World’s Religious and Philosophical traditions  
By Dr. Thomas Clough Daffern         Price Paperback: £18.15 Ebook: (PDF): £6.14 

Audience: Historians, academics, Christians, theologians, esotericists, religious experts, priests, monks, nuns,  peace 
and conflict experts, philosophers, analysts, diplomats, educators, media, librarians, booksellers, Buddhists, Sufis,  
Available through  https://musespress.wordpress.com or at www.lulu.com/IIPSGP  
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Dr Thomas Daffern  is a philosopher, historian and academic, who serves as Director of the International Institute 
of Peace Studies and Global Philosophy, and has taught at the University of London and the University of Oxford, 
as well as in schools. He has published over 40 books on the world’s religious and philosophical traditions.  
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